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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to the Amendment filed on 05/02/2007. 

2. Claims 23 - 25, and 27 - 28 were amended. Claims 1 - 22 were canceled. No 
claims were added. 

3. This action is made Final. 

4. Claims 23 - 28 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 23 - 25, and 27 - 28 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 23 - 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knight (US Patent No. 6,515,681 B1, filed: May 1 1, 1999), in view of Buck et al. (Buck 
hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,070,866, filed: September 14, 1998), and further in view 
of Brown et al. (Brown hereinafter) (US Patent No. 5,887,133). 
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Regarding Claim 23, Knight discloses an Internet-based computer system for 
generating a message board display of an Internet-based message board, wherein the 
message board display comprises a beginning message board line position and a 
plurality of message board display line positions relevant to the beginning message 
board line position, said computer system comprising an at least one server computer 
programmed to: 

A) receive a plurality of user input messages from a plurality of respective users 
(Col. 6, lines 10-13, Knight); 

B) receive a plurality of advertising offers from a plurality of respective advertising 
subscribers, wherein each respective advertising offer of the plurality of advertising 
offers comprises (Col. 24, lines 33 - 36, Knight): 

1) advertising message (Col. 24, lines 33 - 36, Knight). 

Knight also discloses message board display lines for the message board display 
(Col. 16, lines 50 - 55, Knight). However, Knight is silent with respect to: hypertext link. 
On the other hand, Buck discloses: a respective hypertext link to an advertising 
message (Fig. 2B, item 4A, Col. 6, lines 38-41, Buck). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Buck's teachings to the system Knight. Skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Buck (Col. 6, lines 45 - 
47, Buck), to provide users the ability to select a listed site and then transferred to the 
Web site location via link. In addition, both of the references (Knight and Buck) teach 
features that are directed to analogous art and they are directed to the same field of 
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endeavor, such as, databases management systems, advertising, and user messages. 
This close relation between both of the references highly suggests an expectation of 
success. 

Furthermore, the combination of Knight in view of Buck discloses: 

2) a corresponding fixed line number within the plurality of message board 
display lines positions for the message board display, for a display of the 
respective hypertext link (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 365, and 415 and 430, Col. 16 and 
20, lines 50 - 55 and 18 - 27; respectively, Knight; and Fig. 4A, Col. 6, lines 23 - 
28, Buck), wherein the corresponding fixed line number comprises a particular 
message board display line position of the plurality of message board display line 
positions, and wherein the corresponding fixed line number comprises a 
particular message board display line position relevant to the beginning message 
board line position (Fig. 3B, Col. 12, lines 2-18; wherein the limitations: a 
particular message board display line position of the plurality of message board 
display line positions and the a particular message board display line position 
relevant to the beginning message board line position is inherent in the teachings 
of Knight. Specifically, it is inherent in the teachings regarding the sorted 
messages as shown in Fig 3B. The Examiner makes note that in order to display 
the messages in sorted order, for example, one after the other, organized by date 
where every line has a message as shown by the Figure, there must be a 
particular line positions relevant to the beginning message board line position); 
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C) generate the message board display (Col. 1 1 , lines 37 - 42, Knight) 
comprising: 

3) each user input message of the plurality of user input messages 
displayed at a respective variable line of the plurality of message board display 
lines positions (Col. 12, lines 2-13, "area/class/subclass identifier", Knight), 
relative to the beginning message board line position according to a sort order of 
the plurality of user input messages (Fig. 3B, item 330, Col. 16, lines 23 - 26 and 
56 - 58; respectively; wherein as shown in Figure 3B "Date", the messages are 
displayed according to the sort order, Knight), and 

4) each respective hypertext link displayed at the corresponding fixed line 
number of the message board display (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 365, and 415 and 
430, Col. 16 and 20, lines 50 - 55 and 18 - 27; respectively, Knight; and Fig. 4A, 
Col. 6, lines 23 - 28, Buck). 

However, the combination of Knight in view of Buck does note explicitly disclose 
that each respective hypertext link displayed at the corresponding fixed line number of 
the message board display, independent of the sort order. On the other hand, Brown 
discloses each respective hypertext link displayed at the corresponding fixed line 
number of the message board display, independent of the sort order (Fig. 8 and 9, items 
242, and 240, Col. 4 and 1 1 , lines 9-12 and 42 - 49, and 4-10; respectively, wherein 
the step of substituting document portion (advertisement) in place of the original 
document portion (advertisement) teaches that the Brown's advertisements are always 
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displayed in the same and fixed line positions of the display including displaying them at 
a corresponding fixed line number, independent of the sort order, "matching the 
dimensions of the substitute document portion with the dimensions of the original 
document portion being replaced, i.e., the undesired original document portion...", 
Brown). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Brown's teachings to the system of the 
combination of Knight in view of Buck. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do 
so, as suggested by Brown (Col. 4, lines 42 - 49, Brown), to ensure that the swapped 
information will be of appropriate size when rendered on the user's screen, thus 
preserving the page layout which would have been obtained without swapping. In 
addition, the applied references (Knight, Buck, and Brown) teach features that are 
directed to analogous art and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, such as, 
databases management systems, advertising offers, messages, and display positions. 
This close relation between the applied references highly suggests an expectation of 
success. 

Regarding Claim 24, the combination of Knight in view of Buck and further in 
view of Brown discloses a computer system, the at least one server computer further 
programmed to: 

D) update the message board display with a new user input message displayed 
at a respective variable line of the plurality of message board display line positions, 
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relative to the beginning message board line position, according to the sort order (Fig. 
3B, item 330, Col. 16, lines 23 - 26 and 56 - 58; respectively; wherein as shown in 
Figure 3B "Date", the messages are displayed according to the sort order, Knight); and 

E) preserve the message board display of the hypertext link position at the 
corresponding fixed line number of the message board display (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 
365, and 415 and 430, Col. 16 and 20, lines 50 - 55 and 18 - 27; respectively, Knight; 
and Fig. 4A, Col. 6, lines 23 - 28, Buck). 

Regarding Claim 25, the combination of Knight in view of Buck discloses an 
Internet-based Computer system for generating a message board display of an Internet- 
based message board, said computer system comprising an at least one server 
computer programmed to: 

A) receive a plurality of user input messages from a plurality of respective users 
(Col. 6, lines 10-13, Knight); 

B) receive a plurality of advertising offers from a plurality of respective advertising 
subscribers (Col. 24, lines 33 - 36, Knight), wherein each respective advertising offer of 
the plurality of advertising offers comprises: 

1 ) a respective hypertext link to an advertising message (Col. 1 6, lines 50 
- 55, Knight; and Fig. 2B, item 4A, Col. 6, lines 38-41, Buck), and 

2) a corresponding fixed line number within a plurality of message board 
display lines for the message board display, for a display of the respective 
hypertext link (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 365, and 415 and 430, Col. 16 and 20, lines 
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50 - 55 and 18 - 27; respectively, Knight; and Fig. 4A, Col. 6, lines 23 - 28, 
Buck), wherein the corresponding fixed line number comprises a particular 
message board display line relevant to a first message board display line of the 
message board display (Fig. 3B, Col. 12, lines 2-18; wherein the limitations: a 
particular message board display line position of the plurality of message board 
display line positions and the a particular message board display line position 
relevant to the beginning message board line position is inherent in the teachings 
of Knight. Specifically, it is inherent in the teachings regarding the sorted 
messages as shown in Fig 3B. The Examiner makes note that in order to display 
the messages in sorted order, for example, one after the other, organized by date 
where every line has a message as shown by the Figure, there must be a 
particular line positions relevant to the beginning message board line position); 
C) generate the message board display of the plurality of message board 
display lines (Col. 1 1 , lines 37 - 42, Knight) comprising: 

3) the plurality of user input messages, wherein a respective line at a 
respective variable line position of the plurality of message board display lines, 
relative to the first message board display line of the message board display, is 
provided for a respective display of each respective user input message of the 
plurality of user input messages (Col. 12, lines 2-13, "area/class/subclass 
identifier", Knight), wherein the respective variable line position is determined 
according to a sort order of the plurality of user input messages (Fig. 3B, item 
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330, Col. 16, lines 23 - 26 and 56 - 58; respectively; wherein as shown in Figure 
3B "Date", the messages are displayed according to the sort order, Knight), and 

4) each respective hypertext link at a display line at the corresponding 
fixed line number of the message board display (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 365, and 
415 and 430, Col. 16 and 20, lines 50 - 55 and 18 - 27; respectively, Knight; and 
Fig. 4A, Col. 6, lines 23 - 28, Buck). 

Regarding Claim 26, the combination of Knight in view of Buck and further in 
view of Brown discloses a computer system, wherein each respective advertising 
subscriber of the plurality of respective advertising subscribers has paid a respective 
predetermined fee for a predetermined period of time for displaying the respective 
hypertext link at the corresponding fixed line number of the message board display (Col. 
28, lines 17-20, Knight; and Col. 4, lines 13-28, Buck). 

Regarding Claim 27, the combination of Knight in view of Buck and further in 
view of Brown discloses a computer system wherein each respective advertising 
subscriber of the plurality of respective advertising subscribers has paid a respective bid 
for a particular period of time for displaying the respective hypertext link at tJie 
corresponding fixed line number of the message board (Col. 28, lines 17-20, Knight; 
and Col. 4, lines 13-28, Buck). 
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Regarding Claim 28, the combination of Knight in view of Buck and further in 
view of Brown discloses an Internet-based computer system for generating a plurality of 
message board displays for a plurality of Internet-based message boards, said 
computer system comprising at least one server computer programmed to: 

A) receive a plurality of user input messages from a plurality of respective 
message board users (Col. 6, lines 10-13, Knight), wherein each respective user input 
message of the plurality of user input messages comprises: 

1) a respective user message (Col. 6, lines 10-13, Knight), and 

2) a corresponding identification of a respective Internet-based message 
board of the plurality of Internet-based message boards on which the respective 
user message is to be displayed (Col. 12 and 20, lines 9-13 and 15-27; 
respectively, "this numerical index can be used on a daily basis by the service 
provider to automatically extract information of interest to the online community in 
one or two manners Knight); 

B) receive a plurality of advertising offers from a plurality of respective advertising 
subscribers (Col. 24, lines 33 - 36, Knight), wherein each respective advertising offer of 
the plurality of advertising offers comprises: 

3) a respective hypertext link to an advertising message (Col. 16, lines 50 
- 55, Knight; and Fig. 2B, item 4A, Col. 6, lines 38-41, Buck), 

4) a corresponding identification of a respective Internet-based message 
board of the plurality of Internet-based message boards on which the respective 
hypertext link is to be displayed (Col. 12 and 20, lines 9-13 and 15-27, Knight), and 
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5) a corresponding identification of a fixed line number within a plurality of 
message board display lines for the respective Internet-based message board for 
a display of the hypertext link (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 365, and 415 and 430, Col. 16 
and 20, lines 50 - 55 and 18-27; respectively, Knight; and Fig. 4A, Col. 6, lines 
23 - 28, Buck), wherein the fixed line number comprises an indication of a 
particular message board display line relevant to a first message board display 
line of the plurality of message board display lines for the respective Internet 
message board (Fig. 3B, Col. 12, lines 2-18; wherein the limitations: a 
particular message board display line position of the plurality of message board 
display line positions and the a particular message board display line position 
relevant to the beginning message board line position is inherent in the teachings 
of Knight. Specifically, it is inherent in the teachings regarding the sorted 
messages as shown in Fig 3B. The Examiner makes note that in order to display 
the messages in sorted order, for example, one after the other, organized by date 
where every line has a message as shown by the Figure, there must be a 
particular line positions relevant to the beginning message board line position); 
C) for each respective Internet-based message board of the plurality of Internet- 
based message boards (Col. 11, lines 37 - 42, Knight), generate a display comprising: 

6) each respective user message for which the corresponding 
identification of a respective message board corresponds to the respective 
Internet-based message board, wherein a respective line at a respective variable 
line number relative to the first message board display line is provided for display 
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of the respective user-message (Col. 12, lines 2 - 13, "area/class/subclass 
identifier", Knight), wherein the respective variable line number is determined 
according to a sort order of the plurality of user input messages (Fig. 3B, item 
330, Col. 16, lines 23 - 26 and 56 - 58; respectively; wherein as shown in Figure 
3B "Date", the messages are displayed according to the sort order, Knight), and 
7) each respective hypertext link for which the corresponding identification 
of a respective Internet-based message board corresponds to the respective 
Internet-based message board, wherein the fixed line number within the plurality 
of message board display lines for the respective Internet-based message board 
is provided for display of the respective hypertext link (Fig. 3D, and 4, item 365, 
and 415 and 430, Col. 16 and 20, lines 50 - 55 and 18 - 27; respectively, Knight; 
and Fig. 4A, Col. 6, lines 23 - 28, Buck), and wherein the fixed line number does 
not change according to the sort order (Fig. 8 and 9, items 242, and 240, Col. 4 
and 1 1 , lines 9-12 and 42 - 49, and 4-10; respectively, wherein the step of 
substituting document portion (advertisement) in place of the original document 
portion (advertisement) teaches that the Brown's advertisements are always 
displayed in the same and fixed line positions of the display including displaying 
them at a corresponding fixed line number, in other words, it does not change 
according to the sort order, "matching the dimensions of the substitute document 
portion with the dimensions of the original document portion being replaced, i.e., 
the undesired original document portion...", Brown). 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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